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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
The Regional Convention is less than one month away.  I 
am really looking forward to seeing great friends that I 
have made over the year and meeting many of our newer 
members.  If you have not already registered, I strongly 
encourage you to do so.  This is always a great weekend 
with terrific training, an excellent effective speaking 
competition and the awards dinner. 
 
Thank you to JCI Kootenay and Brenda Tyson for the 
awesome hospitality during my visit.  I had a wonderful 
time visiting your city and meeting members from your 
chapter.  I look forward to visiting Cranbrook again in the 
future. 
 
Congratulations to Joey Hoechsmann and Paul Clissold 
on their nominations for Business of the Year and Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year, respectively, with the BC 
Chamber of Commerce.  It is an honour that two of our 
members are nominated for these awards! 
 
Thank you to JCI Vernon’s Nikki Mulder for stepping up 
and helping out the regional board with this year’s awards 
program.  Notification has been sent to all chapter 
president’s regarding the submission deadline of April 
14th at 4:00 pm.  The BC Yukon Region celebrates for 
categories of awards at the Regional Convention – Best 
Project of the Year, Best Executive Member of the Year, 
Best Member of the Year and Best Chapter of the Year. 
 
Make it a great month and see you in Penticton! 
 
Kimberley Hutton 
2008 Regional President 
BC/Yukon Region 
www.jcibcy.com 
 

Our Mission:  

To contribute to the advancement of the 
British Columbia/Yukon Region by providing 

the opportunity for young people to develop 
the leadership skills, social responsibility, 

entrepreneurship and fellowship necessary to 
create positive change. 

 
 
 

PAST REGIONAL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Greetings JCI BC/Yukon! 
 
It sounds like 2008 is in full swing with lots of events and 
training happening throughout the province.  I am 
looking forward to my trip up to Prince George in a 
couple of weeks for the Achieve training weekend, and of 
course, Regionals is just around the corner.   
  
Thank-you to all chapter presidents for taking part in our 
first ever web-conference of the regional board on March 
12th.  This was an effective alternative to our regular 
conference calls and is saving the region money that can 
be used for other things. 
  
Good luck to all taking part in local Effective Speaking 
competitions!  I am very interested in hearing the 
inspiration-themed speeches in Penticton! 

  

Happy Spring! 
 
Jackie Ward  
National Vice President – JCI Canada 
2008 Past President - BC/Yukon Region 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
 
Ron White 
2008 Secretary/Treasurer 
BC/Yukon Region 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Newsletter Submission Timelines 
 
Greetings everyone! 
 
Please note the monthly submission deadline for the 
BC/Yukon Regional Newsletter is by 5:00 pm THE LAST 
DAY OF EACH MONTH.  The newsletter will be 
distributed on or by the 7th of every month.   
 
Next submission deadline is Wednesday, April 30, 
2008, 5:00 pm.  Please send your submissions to 
kkhutton@shaw.ca 
 
Thanks so much! 
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GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT 
 
Your Regional Growth and Development team met in 
Cranbrook on the 15th of March.  Thanks to Brenda Tyson, 
Diana Scott, Lana Kirk and Joey Hoechsmann for their 
insights.  Joey and Lana have agreed to sit on the G & D 
team for a two year term in order to develop continuity 
between years for the region. 
 
Over the next few months the team will be looking at the 
National 90 Day Growth Plan to see how it can be tailored 
to suit the need of the regional as a whole for 2009. 
 
In addition, Jackie has made arrangements to travel to 
Prince George to offer their new members JCI Acheive.  
This is a great opportunity for those members to gain a 
better understanding of JCI as an organization and what 
an individual chapter does. 
 
If you would like to participate in the G & D team, we are 
hoping to meet again at the Regional Convention in 
Penticton.  Please RP Hutton and I can provide you with 
more details. 
 
Please contact RP Hutton for more details and 
opportunities regarding the G&D Task Force. 
 
 

AWARDS 
 
The deadline for submissions for this year’s awards 
program is April 14th at 4:00 pm.  Please have your 
chapter president’s email your submissions to 
nikkimulder77@gmail.com.   
 
If your chapter received one of the awards last year, 
please contact Nikki to arrange for its return for 
presentation to this year’s winner at the Regional 
Convention. 
 
Nikki Mulder 
2008 Regional Awards Chairperson 
BC/Yukon Region 
 
 

B.C. CHAMBER REPORT 
 
Plans are well underway for the BC Chamber AGM to be 
held this spring at Whistler Mountain Resort from May 
22nd to 25th. This is the weekend where member 
Chambers of Commerce from across BC meet to set policy 
and elect the board which will direct them for the 
upcoming year. Also this is an opportunity to present "BC 
Business of the Year" and "BC Young Entrepreneur of the 
Year".  
 
I am very pleased to report that we have 2 very strong 
candidates for both awards. JCI BC Yukon has nominated 
JCI Kootenay's Past Chapter President Joey 
Hoechsmann's  "Bedroom Furniture Plus"  for business 
of the year and Kelowna and District member Paul 

Clissold's business "MVP Hair for Men" as candidate for 
the young entrepreneur of the year honours.  
  
Have a great month and I look forward to seeing you at 
the Regional Conference in Penticton! 
 
 
 Wilfred Mulder 
2008 B.C. Chamber Liaison 
BC/Yukon Region 
 
 

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 
JCI Penticton is rolling out the red carpet to you from 
May 2 – 4, 2008 for the JCI Regional Convention.  The 
theme is Old Hollywood, so if you are inspired by the likes 
of Grace Kelly or Humphrey Bogart, you don’t want to 
miss this.  The convention will feature an Effective 
Speaking Competition, an awards gala and an 
opportunity to participate in a variety of training 
programs.   
 
There will also be plenty of fun during the convention.  
There will be social events, including our Friday night 
social event on the SS Sicamous – Canada’s largest 
remaining stern-wheeler.  The fully restored and 
fascinating SS Sicamous is permanently beached on the 
shore of Okanagan Lake and is a sight worth seeing. 
If you haven’t been to Penticton before, 2008 marks the 
100th birthday of Penticton, so this is the perfect time to 
visit.  There are almost 90 wineries within an hour drive 
of Penticton, as well as golf courses, rock climbing and 
beaches.  If you are coming to the convention early or 
staying late, ask about optional activities including a golf 
game or wine tour. 
 
If you are looking for a hotel for the convention, we have a 
block of rooms reserved at the Days Inn in Penticton.  Call 
250-493-6616 or visit www.DaysInnPenticton.ca for more 
details or to reserve your room.   There are a number of 
other events happening in town that weekend, so it’s 
important to reserve your hotel room early. 
 
To register for the convention, check out 
www.JCIPenticon.com for more information on the 
regionals, a registration form and payment details.  For 
further information, please call 250-493-2105. 
 
We look forward to seeing you soon, and to hosting you 
for a spectacular weekend of fun, celebration and 
training.  Put on your dancing shoes and be prepared to 
dance like Fred Astaire or Ginger Rogers.  See you from 
May 2-4 in Penticton. 
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JCI CALENDAR 
 
April 3    Kelowna Jaycees Effective Speaking Competition 
 
April 10  JCI Okanagan Meeting (Effective Speaking  
 Competition) 
 
April 10   JCI Kootenay Effective Speaking Competition 
 
April 12   JCI Vernon Scavenger Hunt 
 
April 30 – May 3 Area C Convention, Panama City 
 
May 2 – 4 Regional Convention, Penticton 
 
May 13  JCI Kootenay Meeting – Mixology training 
 
May 24  JCI Okanagan Urban Adventure Challenge 
 
June 17 – 19  Sam Steele Ball Tournament - Cranbrook 
 

NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 
This year’s effective speaking topic has been chosen and it 
sounds like a good one – Inspiration from the 
strangest places.  There should be someone from each 
region competing at the National Convention this year at 
that will make for a great event.  If you would like more 
information about the National Effective Speaking 
competition; contact National Chair Kathleen Dubois at 
kathleenrmt@shaw.ca. 
 
Don’t forget to keep checking the JCI Okanagan’s 
National Convention website at 
www.jciokanaganconvention.com for new and exciting 
news about the National Convention and support one of 
our region’s chapters by getting your registrations early!   
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

 
The next regional board meeting will take place on May 
3rd during the regional convention in Penticton. 

 
 

BC/YUKON CHAPTER/UNIT UPDATES & 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
JCI Kamloops 
 
Yanni Giftakis  
2008 President, JCI Kamloops 
 

JCI Kootenay 
 
JCI Kootenay had a great first quarter.  
 
We had impromptu speeches as training at the March 
meeting, in preparation for JCI Kootenay’s Effective 

Speaking Competition on April 10. I am expecting about 5 
of our members to compete that evening. 
 
We finished up March with Effective Speaking Training 
on Saturday March 29.  Thank you to Wilf Mulder for 
coming to Cranbrook and providing the training for our 
chapter. 
 
The Sam Steele Ball Tournament (SSBT), our biggest 
project, is coming up in June (June 17 to 19).  We are 
scheduling a media launch for this event mid-May. 
 
Next meetings – April 10 (Chapter Effective Speaking 
Competition) and May 13, (Training - Mixology). 
 
Lana Kirk 
2008 President, JCI Kootenay 
 
 
 

 
JCI Okanagan 

 
 
Jen Sencar 
2008 President, JCI Okanagan 
 

JCI Penticton 
 
JCI Penticton is experiencing some growth and new blood 
with several new members.  Even better is that the new 
members are stepping up right from the start – taking on 
key posts in planning our events for the year.   

 

We held an effective speaking training over the month 
and had a competition during our regular meeting on 
March 27th: 
Best Prepared Speech Winner – Brook McMahon !!! 
(she’s going to win regional’s – we have a contender!) 
Best Impromptu Speech – New Member Dan Albas. 
 
We sent our travelling SPAT to Kelowna twice this month 
to visit JCI Okanagan and Kelowna Jaycees. 
 
WE HAVE YOUR GAVEL LADIES !!!  See you at 
regional’s to collect. 
 
 
Charles  Cornell 
2008 President, JCI Penticton 
 

 
JCI Prince George 
 
Happy Spring everyone! 
 
JCI Prince George has started their Effective Speaking 
training (the first time in a few years) and look forward to 
sending at least one competitor to Regionals in Penticton 
in May.  We also look forward to welcoming past RP 
Jackie Ward to Prince George who is going to provide us 
with ACHIEVE training so that our new members will 



Page 4 of 5 

gain a better understanding of what JCI is all about.  Our 
membership is growing quite quickly right now, so I am 
eager to hear what new ideas our members have to make 
JCI PG even better. 

 

Yours in JCI, 
 
Jennifer Hollands 
2008 President, JCI Prince George 
 

JCI Lower Mainland 
 
 At the March meeting, it was decided that the chapter 
will pay the registration fee for any paid member who 
wants to attend Regional Convention in Kelowna.  In 
addition to the training programs available, it was felt 
that meeting members from other chapters would 
generate enthusiasm.   
  
The members' handbook was received from the printers 
in time for the meeting.  This is a great recruitment tool 
as well as a fund raiser.  The contents were written by the 
extension committee - a group of senators - and are 
designed to answer the questions that new members may 
find difficult to answer.  My e-mail address is included in 
the handbook as well as a membership application form 
so hopefully we will see out numbers start moving 
upwards with a planned charter this Summer.  If any 
other chapter would like a copy of our handbook, just 
drop me an e-mail message with your mailing address. 
  
The new members had a meeting on their own and have 
come up with some unique project ideas.  Once we get 
going, we are going to be a force. 
 
Senator Rene Jacob 
 

JCI Vernon 
 
Hello Regional Members! 
  
The Vernon area has been pretty busy this month 
ramping up and holding the Ford Women's World 
Curling Championships.  JCI Vernon celebrated this by 
hosting our Informal Friday at the "Patch" (the curling 
Beer Gardens), this past Friday.  Yipee!  Canada won the 
Gold!  It was great to see it happen on home turf! 
  
Check out facebook to see some great pictures from our 
Easter Egg Hunt (with our fantastic bunny), and our 
colorful St. Patrick's Day Bash!  
  
JCI Vernon has a great month ahead with Effective 
Speaking Training & our Annual Scavenger Hunt (April 
12th - everyone is welcome to attend), Kate is once again 
in charge of the items, so you know they will be creative! 
  
We have had 5 new members sign-up in the past month 
and we hope to continue this growth by having value 
added events for everyone to attend.  Our regional 
convention attendance is up to 10, we would like to get 

that number up to 15 people attending - it looks like it will 
be a great time! 
  
Hope to see you all out at the Scavenger Hunt, make it a 
great month! 
 
 
Barb McKechnie 
2008 President, JCI Vernon 
bmckechnie1@yahoo.ca 
 

Kelowna Jaycees 
 
The year going smoothly so far.  We are having our 
effective speaking competition on April 3rd.  We’re excited 
to determine who will be representing our unit at the 
Regional Effective Speaking Competition.  Alex Miller has 
done an excellent job getting some new prospects 
onboard.  We’re hoping to gather more new names at the 
upcoming New Members Night on April 15th.  Our 2nd 
Annual Smoke on the Water BBQ Competition has been 
confirmed for Sunday, June 16th.  We encourage each 
chapter to enter a team in the competition.  Tyler Beatty 
is doing an awesome job organizing this fun event. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Mike 
 
Mike Jakab 
2008 President, Kelowna Jaycees 
 
 

BC/YUKON REGIONAL EXECUTIVE  
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
President 

Kimberley Hutton (Vernon) 
  kkhutton@shaw.ca 
 
Past-President 

Jackie Ward (Kootenay) 
  jackwards@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
  Ron White (Kootenay) 
  conronwhite@shaw.ca 
 
Communications Director 
  TBA 
   
Awards Chair 
  Lee Tengum (Kootenay) 
  lee@madebyfresh.com 
   
Husky Mohawk Program Chair 
  Kate Dubois  (Vernon) 
  kathleenrmt@shaw.ca  
 
British Columbia Chamber of Commerce Liaison 
  Wilf Mulder  (Vernon) 
  wilfjci@telus.net 
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If you are interested in getting involved with the 
BC/Yukon Regional Board, please contact Kim or Jackie 
to find out what is involved and the learning 
opportunities that go along with these positions! 
 

Remember everyone, this is YOUR newsletter!  It is 
a great resource to promote your Chapter/Unit 
and your events to the entire region! 
 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
 
 
"The more I want to get something done, the less I call it 

work”. 
- Richard Bach 


